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Program Summary

Pastor Jason Epperson continues through Mark 10, where religious leaders test Jesus with a divisive question about divorce.
Rather than treating marriage as a mere argument about exceptions, Jason emphasizes God's design for covenant oneness,
sacrificial love, and the ways marriage and the church should reflect Jesus. He acknowledges the pain of broken relationships
and explains his pastoral understanding of sexual unfaithfulness, abandonment, and abuse, while insisting that divorce or
failure does not cancel God's love or future purpose for a person. The message then turns to Jesus welcoming children whom
others dismissed. Jason urges listeners to receive God's grace with childlike trust rather than trying to earn it. Throughout, the
refrain is hopeful: Jesus has not given up on you.

Key Takeaways

« Jesus directs attention beyond a divisive question toward God's intention for marriage.

» Marriage is meant to reflect Christlike love, mutual service, and selflessness, not merely personal fulfillment.

« Hardness of heart can develop when conviction and another person's pain are repeatedly ignored.

« The closer spouses draw to Jesus, the more they can learn to love and serve one another.

« Broken relationships carry real consequences, but Jason emphasizes that they do not end God's love or purpose.

« Jason discusses divorce in the context of sexual immorality, abandonment, and abuse; these are his pastoral
interpretations, not individualized advice.

« Faithful Christian community should help people find healing rather than abandon them in their pain.

« Jason explicitly presents his suggestion that Paul may have been divorced as speculation, not established biblical fact.
« Jesus welcomes children and regards those whom others dismiss as precious.

» God's grace is received through trust; it is not earned by performance.

« Whatever my past, Jesus invites me to turn toward Him and receive His love.

Scripture References
e Mark 10:1-16

» Genesis 2:24

* Deuteronomy 24:1-4

» Matthew 19:3-12

* Ephesians 5:25-33

* 1 Corinthians 7:10-16

e Mark 10:14-15

* Romans 8:38-39

* Ephesians 2:8-9



Quote of the Day

“He ain't quitting on you.” — Pastor Jason Epperson

Broadcast Notes

Mark opens by introducing Pastor Jason's teaching from Mark 10. Jason explains that the Pharisees intended their divorce
question as a test. He contrasts the political controversy with God's purpose for marriage and the church as visible
expressions of love and unity. He tells listeners affected by divorce that brokenness has consequences but does not erase
God's love. He describes marriage as daily self-denial, service, forgiveness, and drawing closer to Jesus. Jason then
addresses sexual unfaithfulness, abandonment, and abuse as circumstances he believes can justify ending a marriage; the
package does not turn these pastoral remarks into a universal rule or substitute for professional safety counsel. He openly
labels his view that Paul may have experienced divorce as a belief he cannot prove. Finally, Jesus' welcome of children
provides the concluding illustration: they receive care without assuming they must earn it, just as believers are invited to
receive God's grace.

[Im Practical Applications

¢ Ask whether | am seeking to serve loved ones or primarily expecting them to meet my needs.
« Listen carefully when someone tells me my actions have caused hurt.

« Bring a hardened or defensive response honestly before God.

« Offer compassionate support to someone whose relationship has broken down.

* Refuse to equate another person's marital history with their worth before God.

« Seek wise, safe support if a relationship involves coercion, violence, or abuse.

* Remember that church community should be a place of grace, truth, and care.

* Receive God's love today rather than trying to earn it through perfect performance.

« Make one practical gesture of sacrificial kindness toward a family member or friend.

« Pray for a child or overlooked person and help them feel welcomed and valued.

Today's Challenge

For seven days, begin with this prayer: ‘Jesus, teach me to love as You love and receive Your grace as a child receives a gift.
Choose one concrete act of selfless care each day. If a painful relationship or past failure weighs on you, speak with a
trustworthy pastor or counselor who can listen compassionately and help you take a wise next step.

Closing Prayer

Father, thank You that Your love does not disappear when my relationships are difficult or when | have failed. Show me
where selfishness or hardness of heart is keeping me from listening, serving, forgiving, or receiving help. Teach me to honor
the people You have placed in my life and to pursue truth with compassion. Where | carry wounds from broken relationships,
bring healing and guide me toward wise and safe support. Keep me from believing that my past has put me beyond Your
grace. Like a child receiving a gift, help me trust Your goodness without trying to earn Your love. Thank You that Jesus has
not given up on me. Give me courage to walk with Him today. In His name, Amen.

About Today's Speaker

Pastor Jason Epperson serves at CU Church and teaches the Gospel of Mark with practical illustrations, personal honesty,
and an emphasis on following Jesus. In this message, he addresses God's design for marriage, the pain of broken



relationships, and the hope of grace and redemption.

About Today's Host

Mark Burns is General Manager of the WLUJ Family of Stations and Great News Radio Network and host of Mark & Friends.
Through decades of Christian radio ministry, he seeks to encourage listeners with Scripture, testimonies, and conversations
that point toward Jesus.

Proofread Broadcast Transcript
O magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt his name together. It's Monday, October 12th, 2026. Welcome to Mark & Friends.

Today Pastor Jason Epperson of CU Church takes us into Mark chapter 10, exploring God's design for marriage, the pain of
broken relationships, and his amazing grace. Here's Pastor Jason. And so Jesus is just leaving the Feast of Tabernacles.

He's left Jerusalem. He's got all these people that are following him, talking to him. And as he's leaving, these religious
leaders, they're called the Pharisees and the Sadducees.

Remember, basically it's like the political group of people that are in charge of the Jewish nation. They kind of bow down to
Rome. But in this process, they're trying to question Jesus.

And the reason they hated Jesus so much was twofold. One is he said he was God. They didn't like that.

And the second was Jesus didn't fit their agenda. And so they're coming to Jesus in this moment. | don't want to pull any
punches.

This passage is simply put, Jesus isn't addressing people in the court of Gentiles this week. Jesus is addressing a group of
religious leaders and they're confronting him on a hot topic. It would be like someone confronting you or confronting me on a
hot topic in today's culture because they know if, well, if Jason says this, 50% of the room are going to hate him.

If Jason says this, 50% of the room are going to love him. That's what's happening here. The Pharisees are trying to divide
the followers of Jesus.

Does that make sense? And so they're trying to divide the followers of Jesus. The topic that they bring up to him is the topic of
divorce. And you might think, well, why would that divide the followers of Jesus in this moment? This is why.

In Jewish history, God in Deuteronomy chapter 24 spoke through Moses. And in that process, Moses told them that if your
spouse, if the man or the woman found themselves to be unclean, then it was okay to divorce them. In some ways, it's similar
to today.

There is reasons why you can divorce. Does that make sense? And so in that moment, then there's two different
philosophies, two different views of what the word uncleanliness means. And because of that, there's two camps of belief.

We're going to get to that in the sermon. But here's the first thing | need to hear you say. I've already said the word divorce
and 80% of the room did this.

Hear me say this. The reason why in this passage they talk about divorce and the reason why pastors don't talk about it very
often is because it's a hard topic because half the room has had it happen to them. The other half the room has had it happen
to someone that they love or someone in their family.

All of us have been affected by divorce. All of us have different stories of how it happened and why it happened. And | need to
tell you that the reason why God cares so much, the problem is in that conversation, what's lost is the fact that marriage is
awesome.

Doesn't mean it's easy. And what's lost is why does God care so much about that moment? See, | need to point this out to
you and then we're going to talk about something else. Here's the hope today, by the way, not the hope, this is what's going
to happen today.



You are going to leave this room being encouraged about who God is and how he redeems everything that allows itself to be
redeemed. And you're also going to leave this place today, | pray, recognizing this is why marriage matters. See, the reason
why it matters so much, let me show you.

There's two institutions that really God created for us to be a part of. That's really it. There's two things God's like, these
institutions matter.

You might say, well, he developed a government. Listen, he didn't want a king. He gave him a king because they begged for
it.
There's two things that he developed and those are supposed to make the world go round. Is he with me? And so in the

process of making the world go round, here's the two things. The first is the church.

This room of people, God intended to be the arms, the feet, and this is it. The church is supposed to be the image of God.
And what has Satan done over time? Ooh boy, he's attacked it because he doesn't want the world to know who he is.

Now he used to try to attack it from the outside in. Are you with me? He used to try to oppress it. When Jesus instituted the
church in 33 AD and the Holy Spirit comes down, what Satan tried to do is, let's crush the church by oppressing it, by killing
people.

And what happened? The gospel spread like wildfire. The blood of martyrs was like fertilizer on the soil of the kingdom of
God. And you couldn't stop it.

But then Satan figured it out. | can't destroy the church from the outside in. I've got to destroy the church from the inside out.
And we've witnessed it. The other image of God in this world is actually marriage. I'm going to show you on the screen.
This is what | mean. The first one says this. It says, this is the oneness of God.

There is three aspects of the triune God. You have God, the Father, right? You have Jesus. If Jesus looks in the mirror, we
say this a lot in here, if you're new, you're going to learn something today.

And if you've been here, you should open up your mouths and speak here in a second, okay? When Jesus looks in the mirror,
he sees the Father. When the Father looks in the mirror, he sees Jesus. They are the same.

And the Holy Spirit is like the essence, the Spirit of God that dwells inside of us. This is the picture of God. So what happens
in here is this is oneness.

In the Bible, when it says the three of these are one, it's the oneness of God. Now I'm going to turn the next slide and I'm
going to show you about the church. This is the church.

Jesus is the head of the church, ain't no dude, ain't no lady, the head of the church. Look at me right now. Jesus is the head
of the church.

No senior pastor, no senior pastor, leadership team, no group of like that. We have screwed it up. Jesus is the head of the
church.

There's only one worth following. His name is Jesus. But guess what? There is structure inside the church, inside the
structure of the church.

There is leadership. There is elders. There's also believers that encompasses everyone in this room.

And here's the crazy thing. If we will sacrifice for each other, if we come to church thinking, how can | love the person next to
me really well? How can | serve the person next to me? If the leaders are like, how can we image Jesus in everything we do?
If all of us come in here every single week thinking, how can | love people like Jesus does and how can | allow myself to be
loved? Family. Because the closer we get to Jesus, the closer we get to each other.

And Satan, with everything in him, wants to destroy what the church should be because it images who God is. The beauty of
the church is we are not known for our successes. We are not known for our failures.



We're known for the blood of Jesus. Next slide. This is the church.
That's God. This is marriage. See, Jesus is the head of your marriage.

And you have a wife and you have a husband and the truth is in your life and in my life, the closer we walk with Jesus, the
more we show who he is. Well, what does Satan want to do? He wants to destroy marriage. Why? Because he doesn't want
your kids.

He doesn't want your family. He doesn't want communities. He doesn't want them to see that's what God looks like.

That's why it's such a big deal. It's a relationship, but that relationship, its purpose is supposed to be a what? Image of God.
Okay, let's take those things off the screen.

Now | need to talk real straight. There is consequences in this world and we have broken relationships of any kind. Any kind
of broken relationship, there's consequences, right? If | have a broken relationship with my boss, there's consequences.

If I have a broken relationship with you, there's consequences. A broken relationship with a coach, a broken relationship with
a friend, there's consequences. There is consequences on this earth to a broken marriage.

There is. All of us have experienced those consequences, whether directly or indirectly. We have consequences in this world.

And one of those consequences is lots of us in this room kind of think, man, does God really love me because | made this
mistake? Or how do | earn his love? And the reason we think that way is because we very rarely ever seen someone love
someone the way Jesus wants us to love them and realize Jesus ain't ever going to quit. Let me tell you a consequence, let
me tell you what is not a consequence of making a mistake in this world. It's not a consequence of a divorce.

It's not a consequence of adultery. It's not a consequence of greed. It's not a consequence of lying.

Let me tell you what's not a consequence of screwing this up, which almost all of us have done. Are you with me? All of us
have screwed this thing up. Here's not a consequence that God doesn't love you passionately, still has a purpose for you,
plan for you, and still wants to show you and use you to show the world who he is.

Just because you've made a mistake, the consequence of that mistake has nothing to do with God's love for you, his passion
for you. Listen to me. He ain't quitting on you.

He ain't quitting on you. That's why he cares so much about it. Because he wants the world to know, guess what the church
should never do? Quit on you.

And we have. | just want you to know that all of us in this room have fallen short, but because of Jesus, we are still loved. We
are still used.

We are still purposed. In this passage, we're going to talk about at the very end. There is disciples that | believe for sure were
divorced.

| believe, like I, I'm not going to give you the whole sermon yet. | just did. Preached it.
Okay. We out. No, let's read it now.
Okay. | just, here's the reason | have to talk about it all at the beginning. I didn't want to lose you because just be honest.

In this type of message, if you hear something and you don't hear the redemptive plan of it, you're kind of like, you with me?
He loves you. He's with you. Let's figure out how we can continue to image God no matter what happened in our past or even
what's happening in our present.

It says, and he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan crowds gathered to him again and again was
his custom. He taught them and the Pharisees came up and in order to test him. So they didn't ask him because they wanted
to know they were testing him.

Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife? It's a hot button. Here's why it's a hot button. There was two different philosophies in
this moment.



Remember in Deuteronomy 24 it says these words that you can divorce your wife, you can divorce your husband because of
uncleanliness is the word that's used. And so there's two different thoughts. Hillel, the rabbi Hillel, he believed uncleanliness
meant like sexual immorality.

This is the concept of like, | have chosen to break this covenant by being with someone else in that moment as a husband
and a wife, you can walk away because the covenant's been broken. That's what rabbi Hillel believed. This other rabbi, this
other rabbi, his last name was a rabbi Shumnai.

That's not how you say it by the way. And so this other dude, his belief was this uncleanliness means anything you kind of
want it to be. Uncleanliness is, well, if really this had to do with men and women, because women didn't really have the power
to do at this point, even though God wanted them to.

If she doesn't look like she used to, if she talks too much, if she gets in fights with your family, if she burns the unleavened
bread, like I'm not, and it's, it's, it's like kind of funny for us. And it is funny. Unleavened bread was purposely a joke.

You're good for laughing. | appreciate you. But | also want you to know that like in this time in history, divorce was just as
prevalent when Jesus walked the earth as it is today.

Oh, this culture is such a, listen, it's been a mess. It'll be a mess. Why? Because marriage is two very broken people coming
together in an incredibly broken culture, raising incredibly broken people.

And to think that things aren't going to occasionally break, you're crazy. And God's going to love us through the brokenness.
But | want you to see that the reason they're asking Jesus, the question is, which side is he going to choose? And so instead
of Jesus choosing a side, this is when he says in return, and Jesus said to them, it says this, he answered them, what did
Moses command you? He goes back to Deuteronomy 24.

What did Moses command you? And they said, well, Moses allowed the man to write a certificate of divorce and send her
away. That sound familiar? Like they're basically saying, well, if the man doesn't want the woman, do you guys realize that
the lack of rights that women had in this moment and what Jesus is about to teach them in Matthew, what he teaches them in
Matthew, which is the same moment in a mark is he is literally saying, these women have the same amount of rights as men.
Like it is transformational in this moment, what Jesus is about to say.

And so Jesus says, then in return, he says, and Jesus said to them, he did this, Moses wrote this, like God gave Moses this
out because of their hardness of heart. He wrote this to you as a commandment. What's that mean? Why would Moses say,
well, because of the hardness of heart is why he allows this to happen.

This is why. Hardness of heart is this. With me and God, we've talked about this before, remember Pharaoh, his heart was
hardened.

In my life, if the Lord convicts me of something and | don't listen to it, the first time | feel really convicted, the second time | feel
a little less convicted, by the hundredth time | don't feel anything, right? | feel numb. In a relationship, the first time your
husband or your wife or a friend or a boyfriend or a girlfriend do something and it hurts you, it hurts. You might even say this
hurts.

You start talking about it, but the more they ignore the hurt and the more you feel ignored by the hurt, it eventually makes you
what? So this numbness here is not only a numbness to God and his ways, because here's the deal. Divorce is messy. That's
what we're talking about here.

And the reality is, but the clearer | hear God, the more bold | can be in the decisions | make, whether | continue within this
relationship God desired me to continue in, or do | need to break this off because it's destroying me and destroying my
family? And God's about to give you that reason here in a second. But hardness of heart, only God can heal the hardness of
heart. As you sit next to this person, the only way you can love them, serve them, grow with them again, is if God breaks
something up.

And that does not happen very often. In a moment, it takes time. But | don't want you guys to miss that what Jesus is saying
is, well, the reason why we don't love in the church very well is because of hardness of heart.



The reason why | don't love my wife very well is because of hardness of heart. If | would listen to the Holy Spirit, | would be
the greatest husband in the world. And hear me say that, | am not.

And the reason | don't listen to the Holy Spirit all the time is because at times my heart is hard. We're going to get to marriage
here in a second. I'm super excited about it, but it goes on and says this.

But from the beginning of creation, so then Jesus says, you ask me questions about the dysfunction and the brokenness, and
it's there. All of us have experienced it. But let me tell you what my job is as Jesus.

And | think that's kind of my job too in the church. But this is what Jesus says. He goes, so you want to know what | think?
From the beginning of creation, God made them male and female.

Therefore, a man should leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. What
Jesus says is, | see the dysfunction. | see the philosophies.

| see the brokenness. | get it. And I've given you the Holy Spirit.

I've given you the word to kind of figure those things out. But it's not my job to talk about like how to navigate that. What I'm
telling you is there is an ideal in this world, and the ideal is that | want your marriage to show the world who Jesus is, who |
am.

See, if you're getting married to be fulfilled, it ain't a Disney show, y'all. If you're getting married to love someone, to become
less selfish, to be fulfilled who Jesus is, bam, you're cooking with gas. We're going back to this.

Jesus, wife, husband. | got to point this out. In my own marriage, most of my marriage, I've been married now for 24 years.
I'm coming up on 25. And so in this process, this is what marriage is. Lots of times in life, it's like they're with us.
We do things together. We get along. But the truth is, marriage is hard.

And if you're in this room and you don't think marriage is hard, then it's really hard on the person you're married to, because
they're just doing whatever you want and think, and the reality is their life sucks. Marriage is so easy. Yeah.

Yeah. It is for you. Yeah.
It's really easy. How do | know about that? Guilty. First 20 years, marriage is the easiest thing in the world.
I could write a book on marriage. And my wife's like, this sucks. | was like, oh, okay.

I've been pretty selfish. We laugh about it because we know it's what? You know what's the funniest things in the world?
Things that are what? Anyway, husband, wife, here's the deal. If | can wake up every single day, I've mentioned this before,
but this is the lesson on how do we image God? How can | literally live the life I've been called to live as a husband and a
wife? And if you are single, Paul tells you, if you don't have to be married, be single and just figure this out with Jesus,
because adding someone else to it is hard.

But in this passage, it's like in my life, what I've recognized is when | wake up in the morning and I'm willing to die to my
selfishness, and | don't look to my wife of what can you give me today and what can | give you today? That's not marriage.
That's not marriage. What marriage is is me saying, Jesus has called me to love my wife like Christ has loved the church.

And what that means is how can | serve you? How can | love you? How can | sacrifice for you? How can | show you that in
my eyes, you are the most, | delight in your presence and everything about you. | see beauty and even the hard things. I'm
going to forgive those things.

We're going to talk about those things, but how can | remove me and how can my wife remove her? And if we do that, if you
look at this triangle, the closer | get to Jesus, the closer we get to each other. Oneness is not one sexual experience.
Oneness is a lifestyle of selflessness that allows the air you breathe, the spirits you have, the eyes you have, the ears you
have, everything in your world to be transformed into oneness with another human.

And that oneness isn't found in fairy tales and myths. It's found in the Holy Spirit. It's possible, but it's not possible by trying to
please them.



It's possible by pleasing him. It's the same in the church. Like y'all, we're like, we're starting to see it happen here.

We come into this place and it's not about us. We come into this place and we put money in different bins because it's about
other people. And for the first time in your life, something's different about it.

Why? It's because it's closer to the image of God than you've ever been a part of. But the work's not over in the first moment.
We got to keep pressing in.

I know that's not how most marriages look, or looked, or the last one you had happened. And hear me say this, he ain't
quitting on you. The same purpose you had before is the same purpose you can have again.

God is in the business of redemption. That's why he wants us to fight for it, because he's never going to stop fighting for you.
The passage then goes on and says this, So they are no longer two but one flesh.

This is how I've thought about this all week, and I've never heard anyone else say this, but I'm going to try. And it's this, one
flesh, and the reason why Jesus does this, it's like there's one body. Like my wife Lacey and | are one body, just like this
church is one body.

And so if in this marriage, one of us is doing things in Scripture, and in Scripture there's two different things. One is sexual
immorality. The other is abandonment.

Paul talks about it in 1 Corinthians. And what abandonment is, is like the lack of desire to be married to this person anymore.
Like there's nothing you can do to, they don't want to fix it.

In some ways, they're saying, | don't want to be one with you, | don't want to be one with Jesus. And then because of that,
what happens in the life is, if there is sin in your life or sin in my life, it causes decay, right? It causes death. And so that decay
is attached to my arm.

And that arm is like, it's like gangrene, eventually it can do what? It can take over the whole body and it can kill the whole
body. And so what Jesus is saying here is, is there sometimes in your life, the reality is you cutting this away, even though it's
not what | desired from the beginning, but cutting this away allows you to live and allows you to be redeemed. And maybe it's
the only way that other person can be redeemed.

But there is a consequence to losing a member of your body. But that consequence is never that God doesn't love you like
crazy. He doesn't have purpose for you in the future and he's not going to redeem it.

You with me? Do not believe the enemy's lies. And I'm not telling you here today that we can't, | want you to fight hard to keep
this together. But I'm also not going to stand up here today and say that there's not moments when someone is a part of your
life that is unrepentful, unwilling, and they are constantly cheating.

They are constantly breaking. They're constantly abusing. They're constantly saying that Jesus is like, listen to me, sweet girl,
listen to me, bro.

Like right now, what needs to happen is you got to cut this away. But either way, it's hard. But you got to choose your heatrt.

But either way, he never quits on you. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate. And in the house of the
disciples, this is also found in Matthew 19, I'll teach you about it real quick.

And in the house of the disciples, asked him again about this matter, he said to them, whoever divorces his wife and marries
another commits adultery against her. What they're saying here is that these dudes that are like, she burned the dinner. I'm
out.

Or she doesn't look as good. I'm out. | need a new iPhone.

She's out. Does that make sense? Like in that world, if you just find someone different, you find someone new. That's just
adultery.

That's what Jesus is saying here. In Matthew 19, he says, if someone commits adultery against you, then you have a choice
in that moment, husband. You have a choice in that moment, wife.



They've broken the covenant. The question is, do you want to renew the covenant? That's the question. And if you do, then
you renew it.

And if you're going to renew it, then you've got to forgive them and move past it. But the reality is that's a broken covenant.
Same with emotional abandonment, physical abandonment, like abuse.

Those are moments that you have a choice as a husband and a wife to say, hey, this isn't healthy for anyone. But it's not if
they burn the food and it's not if they look different than they used to. It's not if you're just struggling to get along.

The reason we struggle to get along is because we have two selfish people in a marriage. How do | know it? I've been a
selfish person in a marriage. Then it completely changes gear.

I need to tell you this real quick. Six minutes. Six minutes.

I've been talking really fast. | believe something and | don't know this to be true, but | believe it. And most other like, I'm not
going to call myself a theologian, but lots of theologians agree with me.

And this is what it is. That Paul, the apostle Paul wrote most of the New Testament. You need to hear me say this.

Paul, the apostle wrote most of the New Testament. He was a Pharisee at one point in time. Do you guys know that? He was
a Pharisee.

Then he killed tons of Jewish people. But as a Pharisee, you would have had to have been what? Married. So Paul was
married.

And so Paul is married. He comes to know Jesus on this road. After this, at some point in time, that changes.

At some point in Paul's life, | believe there was divorce that took place in Paul's life. Because Paul never speaks of, visits,
talks about his wife in the future. But he does mention in 1 Corinthians that yes, because of sexual immorality or also because
of abandonment, this can happen.

And so Paul, because this person in his world, | believe, abandoned him because he was now a Christian in this moment.
And Paul realized it's better for me. | can't do this anymore.

She doesn't want to do this. She doesn't want to be married to me. She's leaving me.

But the apostle Paul, the greatest missionary that ever walked the earth, I think, I think he was divorced. And God still used
him and he still literally is one of the largest leaders in the history of the church. Y'all, come here and look at my eyes.

He loves you. Stop beating yourself up for, like, stop it. | want today to lift up marriage to the highest point because it's the
image of God.

But | don't want you to feel like because it didn't work perfectly that you are at the lowest point. No, he still delights and loves
you. He still has purpose for your life.

The purpose for your life is not diminishing marriage. It's elevating marriage and say, hey, Lord, help me not make the same
mistake twice. Another part of this that's interesting is, do you know what he asked the disciples? The disciples say, so you're
telling me, he says this in Matthew 19, you're telling me the only way we can get divorced, that's what the disciples say, like
his 12 closest dudes.

You're telling me the only reason we can get only way we can get divorced is if she cheats on us or like if she's abusive to us.
And this is what they say. Oh, we probably shouldn't get married.

That's what they say. That's the heart and the mindset of people during this time. But what did God do with those people? Do
not let the enemy deceive you.

Then he gets into this next part of the passage and we're going to go through it really fast. And they were bringing children to
him that he might touch them and the disciples rebuke them. So they start bringing children in the middle of this conversation.

As kids are coming to him, the disciples are like, leave those kids away. This matters. We've got to get here today.



And these kids are coming to him. The reason they didn't want the kids to come to him is they believed those kids were not
important. They believed in some ways, culturally speaking, they were trash.

And Jesus says, what some people mean for trash, | mean for treasure. He says, come on, whether you are a 98 year old
child or a nine year old child, and you think you are trash or you think the world thinks you are trash. When he sees a kid, he
sees priceless.

Jesus gets mad when we stand in the way of his grace. Don't miss that. The passage then goes on and says this, do not
hinder them for such belongs to the kingdom of God.

Like kingdom of God belongs to children. Why is it? Because kids are so humble. No, they're arrogant.
Little turds. Most of the time. That's not why.

Like, why does the kingdom of God belong to children? Like, let's just shoot straight. Why does the kingdom of God belong to
children? This is what | believe he's saying. It belongs to children because when you give them something, they know they
don't have to earn it.

If that didn't hit everybody in the room, you didn't hear me say it. The reason why a little kid comes to their mom and comes to
their dad and says they're hungry and you give them food, they're not like, they don't feel like they have to earn food or earn
shelter or earn. They just trust.

Hey family, | pray today a lot of the wounds and baggage of your past is being ripped away today. But one other one you
need to hear me say is he loves you and if you trust him, he's going to give you everything you need and desire. You don't
have to earn it.

He goes on and says this, truly | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it. Like
we talked about this last week. Do you trust? Like that's what this is, is do you trust in God? And he took them in his arms and
blessed them laying his hands on them because he believed they were priceless.

Listening friend, whatever your story, remember this, Jesus hasn't given up on you. His love is faithful, his grace is sufficient,
and he still has a purpose for your life. You've been listening to Pastor Jason Epperson of CU Church.

Find today's program, transcripts, scriptures, and additional resources under the Mark & Friends tab at GreatNewsRadio.org
or WLUJ.org. Thanks for listening. Thanks for being a part of our radio listening family. This is Mark Burns with the Ministry of
Great News Media.

God bless you and have a great day and night.




