
Live a Bold Legacy

Jeff Reeter on Being Still, Owning Responsibility, Loving Deeply, Doing Hard
Things, and Walking Closely With God

Program Summary
In this Wednesday edition of Mark & Friends, entrepreneur and author Jeff Reeter concludes his two-day Pinnacle
Forum message on living a legacy. After reviewing Tuesday's BEST framework - Balance, Excellence, Service, and
Truth - Jeff turns to a BOLD life: Be, Own, Love, and Do. 'Be' begins with Psalm 46:10 and the discipline of becoming
still before God, remembering that God is God and we are not, and building daily habits in Scripture and prayer. 'Own'
calls leaders to accept personal responsibility, own failures, defer victories, pour out what is real before God, and then
place difficult problems back into His hands. 'Love' asks whether the most powerful motivation in life is actually shaping
our leadership and relationships rather than fear. 'Do' challenges believers to attempt hard things through the power of
the Holy Spirit, becoming comfortable being uncomfortable rather than drifting toward ease. Jeff's Alaskan hunting
story becomes the message's defining picture: because he was pursuing grizzly bears with a bow, he stayed extremely
close to his guide and stepped where the guide stepped. That experience produced a spiritual question: Why don't I
walk as closely with God as I walked with my hunting guide? The message closes with Psalm 45 and a call to live
boldly with Jesus at the center.

Key Takeaways
A bold life begins with being before doing; stillness before God restores proper perspective about who God is and who
I am.
Daily time in Scripture can become a habit through small, repeatable commitments rather than waiting for ideal
conditions.
Jeff's one-verse-a-day challenge demonstrates that a small faithful habit often grows into deeper engagement with
God's Word.
No success in the world can compensate for failure in the home; family faithfulness belongs inside an extraordinary life.
Owning responsibility means accepting failures honestly while deferring credit for victories.
Taking responsibility can lower defensiveness and invite other people to own their part as well.
Leaders can own a problem while still entrusting the outcome to God; responsibility and surrender are not opposites.
Love is a stronger Christian motivation than fear; leadership should increasingly be shaped by love.
Doing hard things can develop resilience, courage, and capacity; comfort should not become the governing goal of life.
God's power is able to do exceedingly and abundantly beyond what human ability can accomplish.
Age does not require retreat from meaningful kingdom impact.
Walking closely with God requires the same intentional proximity Jeff used when following his Alaskan hunting guide.
A lived legacy is not about personal greatness but about helping others pursue God's extraordinary purposes.
Bold Christian living keeps Jesus at the center while pursuing truth, humility, righteousness, love, responsibility,
courage, and service.

Scripture References
Psalm 46:10, Psalm 42:1-2, John 14:6, 2 Timothy 1:7, 1 Corinthians 13:13, Ephesians 3:20, Amos 4:13, Psalm 45:3-5,
Hebrews 1:8-9, James 1:2-4

Quote of the Day
“Why don't I walk as closely with God as I do my Alaskan hunting guide?”

Broadcast Notes
Mark opens Part Two with Psalm 46:10 and reviews Tuesday's Legacy Life message: BEST - Balance, Excellence,
Service, and Truth. Wednesday begins with BOLD - Be, Own, Love, Do. Jeff places 'Be' before 'Do' and describes his
4:44 a.m. practice of kneeling in stillness to remember that God is God and he is not. He emphasizes daily Scripture
and offers an intentionally small challenge: one verse every day for 365 days. His experience is that people who begin



with one verse usually end up reading much more as the practice becomes habitual. 'Own' means accepting personal
responsibility, owning failures, deferring victories, and owning complexity. Jeff illustrates this with angry client calls:
rather than immediately defending the firm, he accepts responsibility as managing partner. He then describes keeping
difficult matters in hanging files marked with drawings of God's hands. When a file is open, Jeff works on it; when it is
closed, he visually places it back in God's hands. 'Love' is brief but central: faith, hope, and love remain, and love is
greatest. 'Do' challenges the audience to do hard things. At age sixty Jeff prayed about the next decade and sensed a
goal of doubling his lifetime impact between sixty and seventy, depending on God's power. His Alaska hunting story
becomes the culminating illustration. During a two-week bow-hunting trip in freezing conditions, Jeff followed his guide
QT with extreme care, even stepping in his footprints because getting close to grizzly bears required staying close to
the guide. That prompted repeated prayer: 'God, why don't I walk as closely with You as I do my Alaskan hunting
guide?' Jeff closes by adapting Psalm 45 as a blessing about truth, humility, righteousness, and courageous action.
Mark clarifies that Psalm 45 is a royal wedding psalm attributed to the sons of Korah and that Hebrews 1:8-9 applies
part of it directly to Jesus.

Practical Applications
Begin the day with two quiet minutes before asking God for anything: 'Be still and know that I am God.'
If daily Bible reading is inconsistent, commit to one verse every day for the next 30 days and allow the habit to grow
naturally.
Ask whether professional success is crowding out the love, loyalty, and presence my family needs from me.
Own one mistake without immediately explaining, defending, or shifting blame.
When someone brings me a problem, accept whatever responsibility is truly mine before discussing theirs.
Write one difficult unresolved matter on paper, pray over it, do the work that belongs to me, and then visibly place it
somewhere as a reminder that the outcome belongs to God.
Ask whether fear or love is the stronger motivation behind one important decision.
Choose one worthwhile hard thing I have been avoiding and take the first concrete step.
Refuse to treat age as permission to coast; ask what faithful impact God may still want to multiply through the years
ahead.
Read Ephesians 3:20 and identify one God-sized possibility that cannot be accomplished merely through my own
strength.
Practice the Alaska picture: 'God, help me step where You step and stay close enough to follow.'
Encourage another person toward his or her God-given purpose rather than making legacy primarily about myself.
Use BOLD as an evening review: Did I Be with God? Own my responsibilities? Love well? Do what He called me to
do?

Today's Challenge
For seven days, practice Jeff's BOLD framework. Be: spend at least a few quiet minutes with God and read at least
one verse. Own: identify one responsibility that is genuinely yours and accept it without excuse. Love: choose one
action motivated by love rather than fear or self-interest. Do: take one uncomfortable but faithful step you know needs
to be taken. At the end of each day ask: 'Did I stay close enough to God today to step where He stepped?'

Closing Prayer
Father, teach me to be still and know that You are God. Before I rush into doing, help me become quiet enough to
remember who You are and who I am. Give me hunger for Your Word and discipline to meet You there consistently,
even if I begin with one verse at a time. Keep success from costing me the people You have placed closest to me.
Teach me to own what is mine - my failures, responsibilities, choices, and opportunities - without defensiveness or
blame. Then teach me to place what I cannot control back into Your hands. Let love, not fear, become the stronger
motivation in my decisions, leadership, relationships, and service. Give me courage to do hard things and to become
comfortable being uncomfortable when obedience requires it. Keep me from believing that age, weakness, or past
accomplishments mean my most useful days are behind me. Work through Your Spirit to do exceedingly and
abundantly beyond what I could accomplish alone. Most of all, help me walk closely with You. Like a traveler following
a trusted guide through dangerous country, teach me to watch where You step, stay near You, and follow where You
lead. Keep Jesus at the center of my legacy. Help me be, own, love, and do - not for my glory, but so that others may
be helped toward the extraordinary life You created them to live. In Jesus' name, Amen.



About Today's Speaker
Jeff Reeter is an entrepreneur, business leader, speaker, and author of Do Life Differently. He has spent decades in
financial-services leadership, including more than thirty years as a managing partner with Northwestern Mutual and
Texas Financial Group. His work focuses on helping leaders live intentionally, develop others, integrate faith and
vocation, and pursue God-given purpose. In this concluding Pinnacle Forum conference message, Jeff expands his
Legacy Life framework through BOLD - Be, Own, Love, and Do - and challenges believers to build habits of stillness
and Scripture, accept responsibility, lead from love, do hard things through God's power, and walk closely with God as
their Guide.

About Today's Host
Mark Burns is General Manager of the WLUJ Family of Stations and Great News Radio Network and host of Mark &
Friends. For decades, Mark has been involved in Christian radio and ministry, with a heart for helping listeners know
Jesus and grow deeper in God's Word. Through Mark & Friends, he brings pastors, ministry leaders, teachers,
missionaries, authors, and everyday believers around the microphone for biblical teaching, testimony, conversation,
and encouragement.

Proofread Broadcast Transcript
Reading from Psalm 46, verse 10, Be still and know that I am God. That's Psalm 46, verse 10.

O magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt his name together. It's Wednesday, October 7th, 2026, and welcome to Mark
& Friends. Today we're continuing a message from entrepreneur and author Jeff Reeter, recorded at the Pinnacle
Forum National Conference in Arizona this past April.

Yesterday Jeff challenged us not merely to leave a legacy someday, but to live a legacy today, an extraordinary life
centered upon Jesus Christ and poured into others. And Jeff gave us four words for pursuing our best life, balance,
excellence, service, and trust. Today he moves into another four, be, own, love, and do.

We'll hear about being still before God, taking personal responsibility, allowing love to motivate us, doing hard things,
and ultimately walking so closely with God that we learn to follow in his footsteps. If you missed yesterday's program,
you can listen anytime under the Mark & Friends tab at GreatNewsRadio.org or WLUJ.org. Now let's return to Jeff
Reeter and his challenge to live a bold life. Y'all, we've come through a period of relativism, and we're moving to a
period of AI.

So relativism said, I know the truth. The truth, I know my truth. Here's my truth.

I got sent to some high-level thing where I learned, by the way, I'll just cut out of the bag, woke high-level thing, where I
learned that whatever somebody says to you is their truth, so you treat it as truth. I mean, that was training by a $300
billion company, Fortune 100 company. Whoa! And I'm, like, in the room going, okay, hang in there.

Just don't lose it immediately. You know, be strategic in how you offset this. Did you guys see the movie A Few Good
Men? Do you remember Tom Cruise's famous line? I want the truth! Do we? Do we want the truth? Do we want the
truth in the areas of our life where the truth is difficult or concerning or uncomfortable? And then there's Colonel Jessup
and Jack Nicholson.

You can't handle the truth! Can we handle the truth? Do we want the truth, and can we handle the truth? And how deep
into the truth are we going? And how important is this book to us? Like, are we staking our life on this book? Because if
we are, we ought to be spending a little time in it. This is God's love letter to us. How often are we going to read it? And
then the movie Liar Liar by Jim Carrey.

And the truth will set you free! Okay, Jim Carrey gets it right. That's kind of crazy, isn't it? The liar gets it right. Y'all,
truth is huge.

The pursuit of truth leads to character, and tough times are coming. This is Houston, Texas, Hurricane Harvey. That's
my office, office building, three floors up, completely underwater on that office building.

It was so amazing to watch that firm of people come together for each other and then reach out from there. Count it all
joy, my brothers and sisters, when you experience trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
will produce, and the first word is perseverance, and then it goes all the way out to what? Godly character. How cool is
it to be pursuing godly character by counting it all joy when we experience trials of many kinds? Okay, so best life,
balance, excellence, service, and truth.



Bold life. Are we going to be bold? Are we going to pursue a bold life? Be, own, love, do. Be before do.

Be still. Be still and know who is God and who isn't God. Y'all, I'm going to share this.

I kind of went back and forth on whether I'm going to do it, and I'm going to do it. I'm a little strange. You kind of figured
that out already, I know, but I'm a 4.44 a.m. guy, and at 4.44 a.m., I am on my knees for a few minutes focused on
being still and knowing He is God and putting myself in a position where it's really clear to me that God is God and I'm
not when I've got people around me that are overly kind often, which isn't great for my ego.

So I really want to challenge you with this be word. Be, become. Being in truth is the key key to pursuing an
extraordinary life.

The Bible is truth. Psalm 42, as a deer panteth after water, so my soul pants after you. It takes self-discipline in this
book daily, in my opinion, early in the morning to get to the place where we are like that deer that pants after water, that
where we're jumping out of bed to go spend time in His Word.

When my dad died, by the way, my mom and dad both passed, I had this season, Calvin, of time, thank you for your
incredible comments on that, where I said, no regrets with mom and dad. And so anything I thought up to do, I did. I
challenge you with that for your aging parents.

Okay, this book, this crazy life book that I kind of do life in, this is a page, it's got like 35 things on it, JDR, I believe, 10
things of those. I'm going to read you 10 things from JDR, I believe. I believe in living life at the heart of the fire.

That speaks to being. I believe in always being enthusiastic, especially about the success of others. I believe that I
should exemplify power, love, and discipline and overcome fear in my life.

I believe in developing love, happiness, and loyalty in my home, in my family, and acknowledge that no success in the
world can compensate for failure in my home. I believe that what is possible is beyond what I could ask or imagine. I
believe my past, both good and bad, is part of my legacy, that my legacy is foundational to my destiny, and that
providence, the providence of God, is always at work for more.

I believe that persecution, if I live my life well, is part of life, be a sheep in wolf's clothing. I believe that joy is my secret
sauce, walking with God, the joy of the Lord is my strength. I believe in myself, but most importantly, I believe in God.

And finally, I believe that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life, and I will pursue him as such. So I want to
challenge you. I kind of know this group a little bit.

I know most of you have a daily quiet time, but if you aren't, I want you to choose a commitment today. I want you to
make a commitment this morning that for the next, this is the hard part, for the next 365 days, you will read one verse.
One.

Every day for the next 365 days. By the way, the shortest one is Jesus wept. If you read it, you get credit.

Now you say, that's the most ridiculous thing I've ever heard. Well, there's a method to my madness, and I've done this
with, I don't know, I know hundreds, probably thousands of people now. What do you think? When I get the letter from
them at the end of the year that they did it, what did they say? I read way more than one verse.

The first few days, I just kind of barely got my one verse, but then as time went by, it became a habit. Aristotle, we are
what we repeatedly do. Excellence, therefore, comes in the form of a habit.

Habit. Okay, but that's, so that the one verse, if you're not having a daily time with Lord, one verse a day, 365 days, I
want you to commit to that this morning. And then my wife, Cindy, gave me a kitchen pass on this one.

Have you ever read through the Bible in a year? Because some of you guys spend some time. And so if you would
commit today to read through the Bible in a year, Cindy and I, my wife, who's amazing, would like to send you the
Bible. Okay, so there's a daily walk, walk through the Bible.

We sort of know how to pick the translation. It's actually a new living version that we would put people in when they're
going to read through this crazy book in a year. It takes about three chapters.

It takes about, really, 15, 20 minutes a day, really. But anyway, I used to sometimes in my firm, we've done this forever.
We call it Project Truth.

We love to give Bibles that way. But in my firm, I would tell them, you know, you commit, and then if you haven't read it
for a week, you must come bring it back and present it back to me. And of course, that just freaks them out.

So that's highly motivational. You guys don't have to present it back if you don't, if it's been a week. All right, be, own.



Own everything. Accept personal responsibility. Own the failures.

Defer the victories. Own the complexity. I've been in Washington, D.C. One of the problems I'm having with the church
at Philadelphia is literally this week, Wednesday, I was at the White House in a room full of people that I just couldn't
believe I was in and I kept, I just couldn't get past this.

Why am I in this room? I shouldn't be in this room. I think Ann told me last night that God's got me in the room. That
sort of helped and then it sort of didn't.

It drives me nuts that politicians don't own nothing. They're supposed to be the leaders and they don't own anything. At
Pinnacle Forum, you guys own everything.

You own things with people. Are you ready? You own things with God. God knows our heart.

So it's just good for us to pour out our heart to God. What's real? Quick story on leading the firm. As managing partner,
I get calls from people that are angry.

Can you imagine that? Our firm has a 96.73% client retention and so this is somewhere in the 3% realm evidently and
this person is yelling at me. They're often cussing at me. Whenever they get a breath, whenever they take a breath, I
say, I am so sorry.

This is completely my fault. You deserve better. I can't tell you how sorry I am.

And this person on the other end of the phone that just cussed me out is now trying to determine what they should do
because what happens when you own the issue is that they, because they're expecting you to say, well, that wasn't our
fault. That wasn't my fault. Right? So then they start saying, well, no, no, I'm not saying it was your fault.

Sure. I'm sorry, but it was my fault. I'm the managing partner of this firm.

I own this firm. It's my fault. Anything that happens that makes you this angry is absolutely my fault.

Yeah, but Bob did it. Well, Bob is somebody that I love and I trained and I've developed and it sounds like he might
have made a mistake. And so then the person says, well, but I sort of also made a mistake.

And so they go now, they start owning because owning things allows us to own things. And then this is a kind of a
funny thing for you business people. That's my desk in Houston.

It's a partner's desk, really fun. And there's nothing on it. There's never anything on it.

My advisors say it's because he doesn't work. But what I want you to see is the hanging files. Hanging files have stuff
in it.

Over the last 30 some years, all the stuff hadn't been that fun. Some of it has been kind of horrible. There was some
extreme woke attacks.

I can tell you attorneys and insanity. And so when those files come, I draw God's hands on the outside. If that file is
open on my desk, then I'm working on it.

But that's not the best work. The best work is when that file gets closed up and placed in the hands of God, back in that
credenza. God does the best work.

And so I really want to challenge you because our future is going to get more complex. And I want to challenge you to
visibly see the hands of God at work. Own everything.

Love. Now these abide, faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Faith, hope, and love. Love is the greatest. God is love.

Are we motivated by love? It's the most powerful motivation that exists on the planet. What's the most common? Fear
is the most common. And then finally, do.

Seek to wrap up here. Do. I want to challenge this group to do awesome things.

I'm 64 1⁄2 years old. When I turned 60, I spent some real time praying through that turning of the page. And I felt
prompted with this really strange thought.

And by the way, I have these accountability partners that are amazing. I've had them for like 40 years, and they're
big-time people in my life. I shared this with them.



I said, I think God's calling me to run after doubling the impact I've had in the world between ages 60 and 70. So my
accountability partner says, Well, your body of work up to now gives it a little hope. I was like, Unbelievable.

Thank you very much. God makes a point. Exceedingly, abundantly, above or beyond anything or everything we would
ask or think, according to the power.

Power. What's that word in the Greek? Dunamis. You got it.

Superabounding power, energy, and or ability that only comes from God and only comes through His Holy Spirit. Do
hard things. Become comfortable being uncomfortable.

Hard things daily leads to an easier life. Can that be true? Hard things daily leads to an easier life, a better life, an
extraordinary life. So last September, I went on this insane hunting trip, y'all.

Northern Alaska. Two weeks, a guide and me sleeping on the ground. Temperatures at freezing or below got down to
zero most nights.

We're in a two-man tent, and I've got a bow and arrow and my horse. On the third day, Kira, my horse there, stepped in
a hole while we were crossing a river, and she and I fell in. Game changer, because getting warm wasn't going to
happen anytime soon.

Frankly, I was cold for two weeks and probably would have been either way, but being wet was not the thing, and my
boots filling was not good. They actually talked about taking me out. They were just like, well, you know, you can't do
this.

Let's get you back, and it'll take two or three days, and we'll dry you out, and then you come back. We got this. Okay,
that guy, wow.

What an amazing, epic adventure. I was hunting moose, caribou, and grizzly bear with a bow and arrow. Three grizzly
bear stocks.

Unbelievable. That's my guide, QT, and there we are in the little two-man tent. That's a zero-degree sleeping bag.

It's crazy to sleep with a hat on, and when QT says it's getting cold, it means it's getting cold. The last few days of this
hunt came a blizzard. The temperatures dropped, and it was crazy.

You got the pack string back there with the caribou on it. It is September 24th, and winter has happened over the last
couple days here. We were packing out, and he did that video.

We got all the way out, and this young man, I was unsettling my horse, who, by the way, I fell in love with, and this
young man said, we've got the heater on in the truck, and it was like a startling thing. We hadn't had heaters for two
weeks, and so I went and sat down in this truck where the heater was on. It was unbelievable.

I was sitting there going, this is incredible, and then I saw there was like a visor mirror. I took that picture of myself, God
as my guide, my hunting guide QT and I were in that tent together. For two weeks, we were thick as thieves.

When QT took a step, I would step in his footprint so that we could be a little more stealthy and quiet. When you're
hunting grizzly bears with a bow and arrow, meaning you have to be 50 yards from them, you stay close to your guide.
So for two weeks, I'm walking to high places of the earth with God, read Amos 4.13, and for two weeks, I said, God,
why don't I walk as closely with you as I do my Alaskan hunting guide? Walk in his steps closely, life adventure with
God as my guide, run after extraordinary, pursue a legacy life, not leaving a legacy, but living a legacy, not about me,
but about we with abundance, exceedingly abundantly above or beyond everything we could ask or think, dedicated to
help, helping others pursue extraordinary.

And this last slide is my blessing to you. I know that's a little bit weird, but it's biblical for me to bless you. There's a guy
named King David.

This Psalm was written for him, but I rewrote it for you. I want you to pay some attention to this. I'd actually like for you
to memorize it.

I believe it's what's possible for each of us as we help others pursue extraordinary. You ready? From me to you, gird
your sword upon your side, almighty warrior, clothe yourself in splendor and majesty. In God's majesty, ride forth
victoriously in the cause of truth, humility, and righteousness.

Let your right hand achieve awesome deeds. May your arrows pierce the hearts of God's enemies. Thank you.

And listening friend, that scripture Jeff just shared comes from Psalm 45, particularly verse 3 through the first part of
verse 5. One clarification that may help you as you study it later, Psalm 45 is attributed to the sons of Korah. It's a royal



wedding Psalm originally written concerning the king, and portions of that Psalm are later quoted in Hebrews chapter 1,
verses 8 and 9, and applied directly to Jesus. And maybe that makes Jeff's challenge even more meaningful.

Live boldly, but keep Jesus at the center. Be still before him. Own what he has entrusted to you.

Love the people he's placed around you, and do what he's calling you to do. I especially appreciated Jeff's picture from
Alaska. When you're hunting grizzly bear with a bow and arrow, you stay pretty close to your guide.

And Jeff found himself asking God, why don't I walk as closely with you as I do my Alaskan hunting guide? That's a
question worth taking home. Listening friend, let's walk closely with God. Step where he steps, follow where he leads,
and rather than merely hoping someday to leave a legacy, let's faithfully live one today.

You've been listening to entrepreneur and author Jeff Reeter in a special two-day presentation from the Pinnacle
Forum National Conference. Learn more at PinnacleForum.com. And listen again, read the transcript, and explore
additional ministry resources under the Mark & Friends tab at GreatNewsRadio.org or WLUJ.org. Thanks for listening.
Thanks for being a part of our radio listening family.

This is Mark Burns with the Ministry of Great News Media. God bless you and have a great day and night.


