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Program Summary

In this Monday edition of Mark & Friends, Pastor Jason Epperson continues Mark 8 after Peter's confession that
Jesus is the Christ. Jesus immediately begins explaining that the Messiah will suffer, be rejected, die, and rise
again - a plan Peter resists because he is still looking through a physical lens rather than a spiritual one. Pastor
Jason uses stories from missionaries, parenting, sports, ministry, and persecuted believers to ask whether
Christians merely believe Jesus is God or actually trust Him enough to surrender daily decisions, ambitions, fears,
and expectations. Jesus' call to deny self, take up the cross, and follow Him is presented not as surrender to
something worse, but as surrender to the life we were created to live. The secret, Pastor Jason says, is surrender:
starving the old self, feeding the spiritual life, trusting that Jesus knows best, and discovering joy and wholeness
even in hardship.

Key Takeaways

« Peter correctly identifies Jesus as the Christ, yet immediately struggles when Jesus' plan conflicts with Peter's
expectations.

« It is possible to believe Jesus is God while still viewing decisions primarily through a physical lens of strategy,
comfort, success, and self-protection.

* A growing relationship with Jesus requires returning daily to the Bread of Life rather than living on one past
spiritual experience.

« Jesus' suffering, rejection, death, and resurrection reveal that God's redemptive plan often looks very different
from what people expect.

« Parents and grandparents are called to view children spiritually, valuing God's purposes in them above
accomplishments, safety, sports, or status.

» Denying myself means asking, 'Lord, what do You have for me today?' rather than presenting God with my plans
and asking Him to bless them.

» Whatever | feed grows: feeding the old self strengthens the flesh; feeding the spiritual life strengthens surrender
and trust.

« Jesus knows what is best for my marriage, family, work, calling, relationships, and eternal life, even when
obedience is difficult.

« Persecuted Christians can display remarkable joy and wholeness because their hope is genuinely anchored in
Jesus rather than circumstances.

« Surrender is not losing the life | was meant to have; it is allowing Jesus to reshape me into the person He created
me to be.

Scripture References

Mark 8:27-38, Mark 8:34-35, Galatians 2:20, John 6:35, John 10:10, Isaiah 40:31, James 4:14, Colossians 3:1-4,
Philippians 3:7-11, 1 Corinthians 1:31

Quote of the Day



“The secret is surrender. But you're not surrendering to worse. You're surrendering to what you're created to be.”

Broadcast Notes

Pastor Jason begins with a confession about giving two young missionaries cautious, practical advice years earlier
when they felt called to plant churches in Japan. Their courage exposed his tendency to view circumstances
through a physical lens instead of trusting what God was doing spiritually. He connects that lesson to Peter in Mark
8: Peter correctly confesses Jesus as the Christ, then rebukes Jesus when the Messiah's path includes suffering
and death. Jason contrasts physical and spiritual lenses throughout the message. He tells how his wife Lacey had
to release their son Abe to serve in East Africa, and how another son's kindness to a smaller football teammate
mattered more spiritually than athletic statistics. Jesus' call to deny self and take up the cross becomes a daily
guestion: do | ask God to direct my life, or tell God my plans and ask Him to help? Jason describes persecuted
believers he has met around the world whose joy, peace, and wholeness surpassed what he had experienced
despite their hardship. Their secret was not easy circumstances but deep trust in Jesus. The message closes with
the conviction that surrender is not surrender to less, but to the life and identity God created us to have.

Practical Applications

* Begin the morning with, 'Lord, what do You have for me today?' before presenting Him with my own agenda.

« Identify one decision | am evaluating only through money, comfort, safety, status, or strategy and ask what the
spiritual lens might reveal.

* Return daily to Scripture and prayer instead of expecting an old conversion experience to sustain today's
relationship with Jesus.

» Ask whether my hopes for my children or grandchildren prioritize God's calling and character above achievement
or safety.

* Notice what | am feeding most consistently - the flesh, anxiety, ambition, entertainment, or the spiritual life - and
adjust accordingly.

* In one meeting or relationship, replace 'How can | get what | want?' with 'How can | represent Jesus best?'

» Name one fear, false expectation, or disappointment | need to surrender rather than continually trying to control.
* When obedience feels costly, remember that this life is a mist compared with eternity and Jesus knows what is
best.

« Learn from believers who have found joy in hardship rather than assuming peace depends on comfortable
circumstances.

* Repeat Galatians 2:20 as a daily surrender prayer: | have been crucified with Christ, and Christ lives in me.

Today's Challenge

For seven mornings, before checking my phone or reviewing my plans, pray: 'Jesus, You know best. What do You
have for me today?' Then choose one decision each day and deliberately examine it through both lenses: What
does my physical nature want, and what would trust and surrender to Jesus look like? Record one sentence about
what you learned.

Closing Prayer

Father, | believe Jesus is the Christ, but help that belief reshape the way | actually live. Forgive me for the times |
call Jesus Lord and then resist Him when His way conflicts with my plans, fears, ambitions, or expectations. Teach
me to see through the spiritual lens rather than measuring everything by comfort, success, safety, money, or
recognition. Each morning, help me ask what You have for me instead of simply asking You to bless what | have
already decided. Show me what | am feeding, and give me grace to starve the old self and nourish the life of Your



Spirit in me. Help me trust You with my family, work, relationships, calling, suffering, and future. When surrender
feels costly, remind me that Jesus knows best and eternity is greater than this passing mist. | do not want merely to
believe facts about Jesus; | want to follow Him. Help me deny myself, take up my cross, and discover the
wholeness, joy, and abundant life found in surrender. In Jesus' name, Amen.

About Today's Speaker

Pastor Jason Epperson serves at CU Church and regularly teaches God's Word with a conversational style,
memorable illustrations, and direct practical application. Through CU Church's teaching ministry and his
appearances on Mark & Friends, he helps listeners connect biblical truth with family, work, calling, suffering,
relationships, and everyday discipleship. In this continuation through Mark 8, Pastor Jason challenges believers to
move beyond simply confessing who Jesus is and toward daily surrender - trusting Jesus enough to deny self, take
up the cross, and follow Him.

About Today's Host

Mark Burns is General Manager of the WLUJ Family of Stations and Great News Radio Network and host of Mark
& Friends. For decades, Mark has been involved in Christian radio and ministry, with a heart for helping listeners
know Jesus and grow deeper in God's Word. Through Mark & Friends, he brings pastors, ministry leaders,
teachers, missionaries, authors, and everyday believers around the microphone for biblical teaching, testimony,
conversation, and encouragement. His desire is that each program help listeners learn, grow, and faithfully live out
their relationship with Jesus.

Proofread Broadcast Transcript
We're glad you're here. We're glad you're here. Fellowship is sweeter, knowing you're near.
It's so good to see you. We hope that it's clear. Everyone loves you.

We're glad you're here. Reading from Mark chapter 8, verses 34 and 35, Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.

That was Mark chapter 8, verses 34 and 35. O magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt His name together. It's
Monday, August 31, 2026.

Welcome to Mark & Friends. Last week we heard Peter make that great confession about Jesus, You are the
Christ. Today, Pastor Jason Epperson of CU Church continues in Mark chapter 8 and asks what happens when
believing who Jesus is begins changing how we actually live.

And listening friend, it comes down to one word, surrender. Here's Pastor Jason Epperson. It's interesting, all week
long, when you think about how am | going to start this sermon, and you have no idea.

Like all week long, I'm like, | don't know how to start this. | can do this. Like, | could just do this.

And the whole week, | literally told Evan as | walked up and sat down beside him, I'm like, bro, my head's a mess
on how I'm supposed to start this sermon. And then we watched this beautiful couple get on stage, and they live in
Japan, and they started planting churches there, | think they said 16 years ago. And it instantly hit me like, oh, that's
why you didn't give me the intro, because | need to confess to the room about my stupidity.

So here you go. This is how I'm starting the sermon. 17 years ago, two people named Megan and Seth, Megan was
in our youth ministry, and | love her like a daughter.



And they showed up, they went to four years of Bible college, and both of their stories were incredible. And they
showed up in Champaign, lllinois, and | was working as a youth pastor way back then. And they said, hey, Jason,
this is what we want to do.

They talked to a missions board, and everyone just thought, you guys are crazy. You're too young. You know
nothing.

Why are you doing this? And they said, hey, Jason, they trust you. Go tell them. And so | remember literally driving
with them in my car, and we're driving in my car.

We're in the Target parking lot on North Prospect, which you should avoid for the next month. But | was driving in
the car with them, and we're talking to Megan and Seth, and | loved them both. | loved Megan way more than Seth
at that point, because | didn't know Seth that well.

But | remember having this conversation, and the whole time, in my mind, | was like, hey, guys, why don't you do
this first? Why don't you do this? Why don't you gain some experience? If you're going to go there, don't focus on
planting 20 churches. Focus on planting one church and see what happens. | was giving them all the right practical,
physical advice.

And then at the end of it, | said, but if you feel called to this, you should do it. And they just kept saying, we feel
called, we feel called, we feel called. And | remember thinking, like, | hope so.

| hope so. | hope so. And really, | would say, and | mean this with like, like usually when | tell this story, | get kind of
emotional.

But | was like, in that moment, | was just viewing the world through the physical lens of how | should strategize and
prepare something. And those two had the courage and the boldness, along with these guys, along with a couple
other couples in their 20s, to move to a country that is like one of the most unreached countries in the world. And
missionaries were constantly not finding people to follow Jesus.

And they went there, and they've planted so many churches. And God has done incredible things. And what this
time | tell you is, in my own life, even though | love Jesus, sometimes my brain operates in the physical versus the
spiritual.

That's the sermon of the day. That's not a warm me up, make you laugh intro, but it's true. And now in my life,
there's moments as | help serve and love you guys as a church, or I'm serving on a local leadership team, that |
know something to be true in my spirit.

And I'll share it in my spirit, and I'll watch a room look in the physical and think in the physical, and | know that it's
my job to be patient for God to reveal the spiritual. It happens to me all the time. It happens to them all the time.

It happens. Today, as we look at this passage, | just want you to know, this is literally Jesus saying this. This
passage is so cool.

It is literally Jesus saying, Hey, who does the world say that | am? Like, who do your buddies, who do people say
that | am? Matt talked about that last week. And they say Elijah, they say a prophet, they say all these different
things. Okay, that's what they say.

Who do you say that | am? So the first question is, who are you surrounding around you? And what do they say
about Jesus? The next question is, who do you say that | am? And then what does Peter say? You are the Christ.
He answers correctly. You're God in the flesh, and you've come to save the world.

You are the Messiah. And then in the next moment, this is what he says. He goes, don't tell anyone.



And the next verse, it says these words. And he began to teach them. It was like, okay, you've now opened this
door.

And now I'm going to tell you the secrets of the kingdom. Lots of you in this room, you believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the living God. Like, you believe it.

Some of you in this room don't believe that quite yet. And I'm here to tell you today, I'm so glad you're here.
Because you're going to find out a lot about it today.

But there's an acknowledgement of, yes, | believe this. Matt talked about it last week. | read in a couple different
books that Matt's illustration last week on marriage was great.

The day you say, | do, you think you understand love. And Matt was way more sensitive. He's way more sensitive
and kind than me.

Actually, | don't know if he's more sensitive. He's kinder than me, for sure. But the reality is when couples are like,
oh, we love each other so much.

And | believe them. | know they do. But 24 years into marriage, you recognize love is different than | thought.

It's actually not a Disney movie. I'm not going to find a slipper. She might find my underwear on the floor, but she
ain't finding no slipper.

But the reality is, guys, you're with me. You recognize the longer you love someone, love shifts. It's even with your
kids.

When this child comes into this world, you're holding this child. You never thought you could love something so
much until they grow. It's like, | love them more.

And guys, that's Jesus. And so many, if, ooh, | should have said that. If you keep following him.

But if you just say yes to Jesus in that moment. And you just get the bread of life. And it's the best, freshest bread
you've ever had.

It's like, oh, this is so good. But then the rest of your life, you turn and eat the things of the world that feed your
flesh. I'm preaching now.

That feed your emotions, that feed your carnal desires. You still love him. But your love hasn't really grown as much
as you just appreciate.

| just appreciate the relationship we have because you take care of this and | take care of this. Versus going to him
daily for bread. And then your relationship is, ooh, let me tell you about love.

And the reason why everyone in the room right now is thinking, yeah, that's what I'm missing. Is because when you
say yes to Jesus, Satan has lost an ultimate battle. But Satan wants to win all the little battles so you don't find
wholeness and fulfillment on earth.

And he actually wins a lot of those battles. Today in this passage, | want you to think about two different lenses.
One, the physical.

One, the spiritual. Or two different meals if you're a foodie like me. It's like, it's the things | deeply desire or the
things that really fuel me.

It's like, in your life, is the greatest spiritual moment your moment of conversion? Or daily are you eating from this
fresh bread that he makes you? It goes on and says it this way. And he began to teach them. And the Son of Man
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed.

And after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. So he says, do you believe? And you say, yes, we believe.



And he's like, okay, guys, bring it in. I'm going to tell you what's going to happen. See, you think in the physical, you
think, man, Rome needs to go away and we need to rule and reign.

And Rome needs to stop oppressing and we need to stop paying taxes. Let's just think about all the physical things
that are broken in our society. Jesus, please heal these things.

| say the same thing to him. | want those things to change. | do.

And that's what they were wanting. And Jesus is like, hey, this is what I'm going to do. I'm actually going to go and
I'm going to be rejected by the people you want me to be accepted by.

I'm going to suffer and die and you want me to rule and reign. But then here's the good news. I'm going to conquer
death so you don't have to experience death and you don't have to like sin is going to be taken away.

And so their answer to this is they're thinking in the physical. He's thinking the spiritual. When Peter said you are
the Christ, the Son of the living God, it is a spiritual moment.

It's completely like this is God. And then the next moment, Peter's like, yeah, | think | think you're wrong. Like, I just
need you to think about this for a second now.

In one moment, you say, Jesus, you're God. And the next one say, | think you got that one wrong. What? But | think
| just want you to think about in your brain for a second.

Jesus, you're God. But then he says, you know, it happened to my wife. I'm going to share the story.

She told me I could. So my wife and my son, Abe, my oldest boy, Abe, is going to be a sophomore at the U of I.
He's traveled with me a lot. He wants to be a part of, like, he doesn't want to stand on a stage and preach, but he
wants to be a part of kingdom work.

So he's a pre-med neuroscience major at the University of lllinois. That means he's got his mom's brains, not the
dude you listen to every week. And so he is studying.

And this summer, he just spent two, he was going to go for two weeks and going to be in East Africa on the
Tanzania border in the Mar, basically staying in the bush. And he was going to be working at a medical hospital. So
my wife also has never been to East Africa.

And it's a place that I've been 20 or 30. | mean, you guys know I've been to Africa like 20 or 30 times. I'm part of an
NGO there that we give tons of resources to.

And so Lacey flew over there to meet with some of the people that lead the NGO, also to see her son, like her son
in that setting. And then she left. And then she was leaving.

She said, literally, as | was grabbing my bags and walking away, all | could picture is I'm leaving my Auburn
beautiful little baby boy. Like all she could picture was Abe saying his first words, taking his first steps. The first time
he fell in the water and hated water in his eyes.

She pictured him not liking this kind of food and liking this kind of food. And she thought to herself, | can't leave him
in a place where literally no one knows him. He doesn't speak the native language of people.

He has to lock his door with four locks every single night. There's baboons that will sneak into his room. There's
cheetahs around the corner.

And there's people that don't necessarily want him. How can | leave my son there? And this is literally what my wife
said as she picked up her bags. I'm just telling you what she told me.

She said, literally, Jesus said to me, get behind me, Satan. No, we've created this young man to run and not grow
tired and to walk and not grow weary. We have raised him to rise.



And so she jumped on a plane and flew for 20-some hours and she came home. And he spent a week there
learning and loving and serving and growing. Even with our kids, mom, dad, grandpa, grandma.

Do we view them in the spiritual versus the physical? This week, my son played a football game. He did pretty well.
And everyone's like, man, this is so great.

And listen to me. Y'all know | love football. | love hoops.

| love sports. But after the game, I'm walking out and a dad comes up to me. And he says, man, | need to tell you
that when my son joined the team, his son is a really small kid.

He's like one of those freshmen that hasn't even become a man yet. And he's playing a grown man game. You with
me? And he said, Bo came up to my son and gave him a hug and told him how glad he was he was there.

And he's made my son. And my son loves it. | don't know if my son likes football.
He doesn't like getting hit. But he loves being around the guys. | tell Bo, thank you so much for loving my kid.

And | thought that was the highlight of my night. Because in the spiritual, that young man matters more than all the
rushing yards and all the tackles and all the touchdowns. In the spiritual.

In the physical, man, it's fun to walk around your chest puffed up because your boy did good. What bread are you
eating, family? It goes on and says these words. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.

But turning and seeing the disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, get behind me, Satan, for you are not setting your
mind on things above, but on the things of man. He's like, Peter's like, no, you can't do this. And Jesus is like, this is
what | came to do.

Then it goes on and says these words. Get behind me, Satan, for you're not setting your mind on things above, but
things of man. Guys, do we live our lives, when you walk into a meeting, it's how can | get what | want? Or man,
Lord, how can | represent you best? That's what it means to trust.

Do we really? And this is really what it comes down to. Do you really believe he's God? Do you really believe he
hung the stars in the sky? Because if we really believe he's God. Okay, I'm going to trust you with the way | should
interact with these people.

Versus trust myself and just try to get what | want or get what the business needs. That's what it says. It goes on
and says these words.

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, if anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. Is on a daily basis, are we turning to the Lord? Do your feet hit the
ground in the morning and it's like, Lord, what do you have for me today? Or is it your feet hit the ground, say, okay,
God, this is what I'm doing today, help me. It's different.

Is it during your day, are you looking for the things that please your physical nature? Are you looking for the like,
whatever you feed? If you feed the, if | feed the old man, the old man grows, obviously. But if | feed the spiritual
man, the spiritual man grows. | need to starve one and fuel the other.

In your life, is it, am | checking the right boxes? Or is it, am | allowing God to direct my life? Because I'm not saying
these things. This is like, I'm literally talking about, hey guys, here's the secret. That's what we're doing right now.

It's Jesus looking at someone that loves him and saying, hey, | know you believe now. We're good. But do you want
to know what it's really like to live? Do you want to give up the anxieties? Do you want to give up the fears? Do you
want to give up the false expectations? Do you want to give up the false disappointments? Do you want to give up
like the, do you want to, it's not that you're going to give up suffering, obviously, because I'm about to suffer.



You're not going to give up rejection because I'm about to be rejected. But do you want to really experience this
thing called life? Like in the book of John, how does John say it? We've said it every single week for a year. | stood
literally right here and | asked you the question.

John tells you the truth. And if you're willing to surrender to that truth, you're willing to turn to that truth, repent of
what you think. Like if you'll eat the good bread, if you'll turn to John, then you find the life and life abundantly.

Kingdom of heaven coming to this earth is when you and | trust Jesus versus trust self. If your family needs to be

transformed, your relationships need to be transformed, your business, your sports team, your whatever, the way

we find transformation in this world is by bringing God to earth. And the only way to do that is to kill the old brother
that's trying to take over.

And that's me. I've been crucified with Christ and | no longer live. Not I, but Christ lives in me.

And I'm a hard dude to kill now. For what does it profit a man? For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world
and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? | guess here's the first question. I'm going to act
the first.

I've asked a lot of questions. Here's another question. Who knows best? Let's just, | know what you're feeling right
now because | feel it too.

But I'm just asking, who knows best? Okay. You can nod, at least nod. Give me something.
Who knows best? You know. So he knows best. We know that.

The second question is on this earth. This earth is described as a mist in comparison to the timeline of heaven. So
if he knows best, he knows what's best for the kingdom of God.

He knows what's best for me in my life. He knows the best way for me to find wholeness and fulfillment. He knows
the best way for me to be a husband, to be a father, to be a pastor, to be a coach.

He knows what's best for you to be a player. He knows what's best to be a lawyer. He knows what's best to be a
carpenter.

He knows what's best. The second part is, is even if this is hard and he knows what's best, it is literally on a timeline
of mist because eternity is in front of us. But if he knows what's best, why do | always challenge what he wants? |
feel that way too sometimes.

It's like, Lord, no! He goes on and says this. For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his
soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? Then it says this in verse 36. For what does it profit a man to
gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man gain in return for his soul? All over the world.

| want to make a, I'm going to give everyone in the room an excuse that most of you have never seen, but I'm going
to tell you so you're without excuse. Is that all right? But it's still different to experience it. In my 20s was the first
time | walked into places that are called the underground church.

It's working with people that are being killed, being persecuted for their faith. They literally risk their lives to open up
the books that we open up every single day. There's millions of Christians that live under persecution.

There's millions of Christians that live under oppression. And I've had the incredible opportunity to get to know lots
of those people. Lots of those people are people that when you put your money in those black offering bins, that's
where it goes.

Like we're serving people all over the world all the time. But here's the crazy thing. | remember in my 20s, that age
in your life when it's like, | need to like be successful.



Like that's the thought, right? It's okay. Like that's what they tell you. Like you take the test and Jason, you should
be a vacuum cleaner salesman because you'll be successful.

Or Jason, you should be a doctor. Just joking. They didn't say that.

And so, but it's like, but they tell you all these things that you're going to find success in. And then the Lord's like,
no, you shouldn't go play football even though you've been doing it forever. No, you, you shouldn't go into sports
broadcasting.

You need to be a pastor. I'm like, | don't even like talking in front of people. Am | going to think in the spiritual? Am |
going to think in the physical? And now because of the spiritual, everyone's like, would you, Jason, you shouldn't do
anything.

What else? But in this same conversation, what, what is he asking? If this is it, when | meet with the underground
church leaders in my twenties and | was on this road and this path, I'm speaking at conferences and it's cool to see
these large churches and they start calling and you start thinking about it. And the next thing you know, it's like all
about bigger and better and all these kinds of things, even though that's not the kingdom of God, even though it has
been the church. And then | started meeting these people that had so much joy, so much wholeness, so much
fulfillment.

They didn't walk in anxiety. They didn't walk in the same fears | walked in. They didn't measure their day based on
their product.

They measure their day based on the fruitfulness of relationship. And | remember being with these people that
literally like I'm teaching in a room in India and I'm walking and I'm in the room and people are missing hands or
missing arms because they've been cut off or they're mourning the death of their loved ones. Or I'm in the horn of
Africa on the border of Somalia and I'm talking with people that have been in prison, have been beaten.

And I'm talking to people that used to be a part of a terrorist group called El Shabab. And the joy, listen to me,
listen, I'm like, I'm, | don't know how to say this. The joy they had was so much more remarkable than the joy that |
have experienced, that | had experienced.

And then | hear Christians saying, well, it's because they don't have all the concerns of wealth. What in the peep
are you thinking? Like it is way easier to have money than not have money. Don't be dumb.

Let's just be honest. Like, like, oh, it's such a burden for me to get over yourself. Why do they find wholeness? Why
do they find peace? Why do they, because they've actually trusted the Lord.

Like they've actually like put their hope in him because they had no other place to put. This is what they've done in
their life. | believe that you are the Christ, the Son of the living God.

The next morning, no matter what the oppression or what the opposition, they believed it. And they kept believing it.
And they keep seeking it.

And they're eating of the bread of life. And they're drinking from the water that never makes them thirsty. And they
walk in wholeness and fulfillment and joy in the midst of real hardship.

You've seen it in this world around you. You know people around you think, man, that person has so much joy.
They have so much light.

They have so much life. Like | want whatever they got. What they have is death to themselves and life in Jesus.

What they have is not, man, their life's worked out perfect. Every single person in this room, every single one of you
understands what it is to suffer. You might not tweet it.

You might not Snapchat it, Facebook it, or Insta whatever it. | get it. | don't either.



But | know this room is suffering. But in the midst of suffering, you still find joy and wholeness and life and peace.
It's because you're suffering in the midst of holding the hands of Jesus.

Family. He's like giving us the key. He's giving you the secrets here, ladies.
And the secret is surrender. But you're not surrendering to worse. You're surrendering to what you're created to be.

He is literally reshaping you into what He created you to be. Isn't it interesting today in culture, it tells us in Scripture
the only thing we should boast in, the only thing we should be proud of is Him. Where is my pride found? It's found
in Jesus.

Yes, listening friend, the secret is surrender. And we're not surrendering to something worse. We're surrendering to
Jesus and allowing Him to reshape us into the people He created us to be.

You've been hearing a message by Pastor Jason Epperson of CU Church challenging us to stop looking only
through the physical lens, what | want, what | feel, what makes me successful, and begin seeing our lives through
the spiritual. Jesus knows best, so let's learn to deny ourselves, take up our cross, follow Him, and as the
Scriptures remind us, boast in Him alone. And continue growing with us under the Mark & Friends tab at
greatnewsradio.org or wluj.org. There you can hear today's broadcast again, read the transcript, explore the
Scriptures, key takeaways and practical applications, consider today's challenge, and find additional resources to
help you grow deeper in your walk with Jesus.

Find more resources under the Mark & Friends tab at greatnewsradio.org or wluj.org. Thanks for listening. Thanks
for being a part of our radio listening family. This is Mark Burns with the Ministry of Great News Media.

God bless you and have a great day and night.



