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Program Summary

In this Monday edition of Mark & Friends, Pastor Daniel Dabney continues CU

Church's summer journey through the Psalms with Psalm 127. Solomon's words

remind us that life built apart from God eventually becomes empty and

exhausting, but work done in reliance on the Lord becomes meaningful

participation in what He is already doing. Pastor Daniel contrasts anxious toil with

the rest God gives His beloved, explains how Scripture, the people of God, and

the Spirit of God guide believers, and shows how Jesus is the firm foundation for

our homes, decisions, relationships, parenting, service, and salvation.



Key Takeaways

Psalm 127 teaches that God is the architect, builder, protector, giver, and

provider of life.

The passage does not condemn hard work; it warns against laboring

independently of God's wisdom, design, and favor.

Success in God's kingdom is not measured primarily by achievement,

wealth, applause, or status, but by trusting and obeying Him.

Believers are invited to labor while relying on the Lord, participating in work

that is larger than themselves.

God has given us three essential gifts for guidance: the Word of God, the

people of God, and the Spirit of God.

A helpful prayer of reliance is: “God, what do You want me to know, and

what do You want me to do?”

Anxious toil keeps the soul racing, but trusting Jesus opens the way to the

deep rest only He can give.

Children and every other God-given ability, relationship, opportunity, and

resource are gifts to receive with gratitude and steward faithfully.

Parents and spiritual mentors aim others toward Jesus best by visibly

trusting the Lord and resting in His care.

Salvation cannot be earned by human labor; it is God's gift of grace through

the finished work of Jesus.
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Scripture References

Psalm 127:1-5

James 1:5

Mark 12:41-44

Colossians 3:23-24

John 16:13

Matthew 11:28-30

Matthew 7:24-27

Ephesians 6:4

Proverbs 3:5-6

Ephesians 2:8-10

Quote of the Day

“Success is trusting God. Trusting God is the most successful

thing you could ever do.”
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Broadcast Notes

Pastor Daniel introduces Psalm 127 as one of the fifteen Songs of Ascent - the

worship songs Israelite pilgrims sang on their way to Jerusalem. He notes that

Jesus likely sang these psalms with His family as a boy. Solomon, renowned for

wisdom, wealth, building, and governing, declares that every house, city, and life

built without the Lord is ultimately vain. Through a humorous story about relying

on skilled friends to install a front door, Pastor Daniel illustrates that reliance on

God does not remove us from meaningful work; it aligns our effort with the One

who knows what He is doing. He then contrasts God's definition of success with

the emptiness often reported by people who have reached the world's highest

levels of fame or accomplishment. The message presents the Word, the church,

and the Holy Spirit as gifts God uses to guide us. A story from Fisher High School

shows how a simple prayer for guidance led Pastor Daniel to read a children's

book that deeply encouraged one young athlete. The sermon then turns toward

the rest Jesus gives, the firm foundation of obedience to His words, the

stewardship of children and other gifts, and the Gospel truth that salvation is

received by grace rather than earned by effort.



❤️ Practical Applications

Identify one area where you are working hard but rarely asking whether

your effort is aligned with God's design.

Begin a decision or difficult conversation by praying, “God, what do You

want me to know, and what do You want me to do?”

Use Scripture as the Builder's instructions rather than treating the Bible as

an occasional source of inspiration.

Invite mature believers to speak into an area where you have been trying to

carry everything alone.

Pay attention to the Spirit's gentle promptings and test them faithfully

against God's Word.

Examine what currently defines success for you. Replace a worldly

measurement with the question, “Am I trusting and honoring the Lord?”

Create a regular rhythm of rest that expresses trust in God rather than

merely escaping through distraction, entertainment, or numbness.

Let your children, grandchildren, or younger believers see you pray, seek

counsel, repent, and rest in God's faithfulness.

List several gifts God has entrusted to you, thank Him for them, and choose

one concrete way to steward each gift well.

Stop trying to earn God's acceptance and rest again in the grace made

available through the finished work of Jesus.

Today's Challenge

Choose one area of anxious toil - a responsibility, relationship, goal, or

worry that has felt as though everything depends on you. Write Psalm

127:1-2 beside it. Then pray, “Lord, You are the Builder. Show me what

faithful work belongs to me, what I need to release, and how to trust You.”

Take one obedient step, ask one trusted believer for prayer or counsel,

and intentionally receive a period of rest as an act of faith.
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Closing Prayer

Father, You are the architect and builder of our lives. Forgive us for laboring as

though everything depends on us and for measuring success by the standards of

the world. Teach us to work wholeheartedly while relying on Your wisdom, Your

Word, Your people, and Your Spirit. Quiet the anxious toil within us and help us

receive the rest Jesus promises. Build our homes, guide our decisions,

strengthen our relationships, and help us steward every gift with gratitude. Aim

our children and those we influence toward Jesus. Above all, keep us from trying

to save ourselves, and help us rest in Your grace and the finished work of the

cross. In Jesus' name, Amen.

About Today's Speaker

Pastor Daniel Dabney

Pastor at CU Church

Pastor Daniel Dabney serves at CU Church and brings biblical teaching to

everyday life with warmth, humor, and practical clarity. In this message

from CU Church's summer journey through the Psalms, he opens Psalm

127 and invites listeners to exchange anxious striving for faithful reliance

on God. Through Scripture, personal stories, and Gospel-centered

application, Pastor Daniel shows how trusting the Lord shapes our work,

rest, relationships, parenting, stewardship, and understanding of salvation.

Featured on Mark & Friends - Listen anytime under the Mark &

Friends tab at GreatNewsRadio.org or WLUJ.org.



Proofread Broadcast Transcript

Mark & Friends Welcome Song

We're glad you're here, we're glad you're here,

Fellowship is sweeter, knowing you're near.

It's so good to see you, we hope that it's clear,

Everyone loves you, we're glad you're here.

Reading from Psalm 127 verse 1, unless the Lord builds the house, those who

build it labor in vain. Psalm 127 verse 1. Oh magnify the Lord with me, let us

exalt his name together. It's Monday, August 3rd, 2026.

Welcome to another edition of Mark & Friends. As we continue our summer

journey through the Psalms, Pastor Daniel Dabney from CU Church opens

Psalm 127, reminding us that real peace isn't found in striving harder, it's found in

trusting the Lord, relying on his wisdom, and resting in his faithful care. Here's

Pastor Daniel on today's Monday edition of Mark & Friends.

Psalm 127 is going to remind us that our trust and our rest is found in the Lord,

we rely on him. So I want to ask you this morning on a day-to-day basis, who do

you trust? Who do you rely upon? How many of you love a good road trip

playlist? Anybody? That's right. When I was a kid, we would travel in a station

wagon and we had the Charlie Brown cassette and the Beach Boys cassette.

That was our playlist. Well, Psalm 127 is in a group of 15 psalms that were called

the Songs of Ascent, like you ascend a mountain. And these were the songs that

the people of God would sing together as they traveled, they pilgrimaged towards

Jerusalem three times a year for the major feasts, to go to the temple.

These 15 psalms were their road trip playlist. And so they would sing these

songs together, they would worship together as they traveled, they would prepare

their hearts. And we know in Luke chapter 2, we have a story of 12-year-old

Jesus traveling with his family in a large group up to Jerusalem for a feast.



And so it's most likely that 12-year-old Jesus sang Psalm 127 with his family.

Psalm 127 was most likely written by King Solomon. He was the son of King

David.

David wrote most of the psalms, but they think Solomon wrote this one. And

Solomon was known for a couple of things. He was really wise.

He wrote the book of Proverbs. And you know how Solomon got really wise? He

asked for it. God said, Solomon, what do you want me to give you? He said,

God, I pray for wisdom.

Give me wisdom. And we have that same invitation in James chapter 1, where it

says, if any of you lacks wisdom, ask God who gives generously. So he was

known for his wisdom, and then Solomon was also known as maybe the

wealthiest man ever.

He had tons of everything. He was a king, and he knew all about building a

temple, and building a kingdom, and protecting a kingdom. And so Psalm 127

starts out this way.

Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. That word vain

means useless and meaningless. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the

watchman stays awake in vain.

And so we're given this imagery of a house, of a kingdom, and these watchmen

on the walls. But I think that Solomon, whoever's writing this, I think he wants us

to see who God is. I think he wants us to see that God is the architect.

God is the builder. God is our watchman. For a long time, my wife wanted a new

front door on our house.

I'm not super handy. I have a hammer. I have some stuff that say Phillips and

flathead.

I have a small toolbox, but I'm just not really handy. But we went and got a front

door, and I thought, I can figure this out. And I was looking at everything, and I

thought, you know what? This is really easy.



All I got to do is call Russ, Dick, and Tim and have them come over and put the

door in for me. Because here's what's true. Unless Russ, Dick, and Tim put the

front door in, Daniel labors in vain.

And so here's what I chose to do. I chose to align myself to their expertise. And

they let me do some things.

They let me help. I held some tools. They let me They let me bring them water.

But in the end, I got to be a part of something bigger than me. I got to learn. I got

to grow.

I got a new front door. And I labored some. I labored while relying on them.

Psalm 127 is about reliance upon the Lord. And unless the Lord builds the house,

this house, it applies to our whole life. God is the giver of life.

God is the designer and the creator of you and me. And our lives contain

relationships and responsibilities. Our lives contain blessings.

Our lives contain heartache. Our lives contain decisions we have to make and

goals we have set and hopes that we carry and regrets that we hold on to. We

are works in progress.

And so, yes, God made us, but he's also making us. And so when this passage

says, unless the Lord builds the house, this isn't God pushing you out of the way

saying, quit doing anything. This is not an impatient dad who rips the tools out of

your hands and says, quit doing that.

You're messing it up. This verse reveals to us that God is for us, and he's inviting

us to trust him. He's inviting us to rely on him.

He's inviting us to align our lives to his expertise. We're saying Christ is my firm

foundation. He's inviting us to take all that we are, to ground our decisions, to

ground all the things that we pursue, to ground our relationships in the truth of

who he is, and then be a part of something bigger than us.

The next verse, verse two, it says, it is in vain that you rise up early and go late to

rest, eating the bread of anxious toil, for he gives to his beloved sleep. I don't

think they're just talking about a strong work ethic there. I think this is that getting

up early, going and going and going with anxious toil, worry that's all on you,



stressed out all the way to bedtime, laying in bed, can't fall asleep because your

mind's racing.

Sounds familiar, doesn't it? So let me ask you this, what drives you? When you

woke up this morning, what drove you out of bed? What has had control of your

emotions this weekend? Who or what do you rely on? What success are you

chasing? Or how would you even define success? The world has a lot of

definitions for us of what success is and tries to tell us, oh, this is success. Do

this, get this, this is success. But I believe God sees it differently.

There's this beautiful picture in Mark. Jesus is in the temple with his disciples,

and they're watching people drop tons of money into the temple treasury. And

then this poor widow walks up with two small coins, all she has to live on.

And she drops these two small coins that were hardly worth anything into the

treasury. And Jesus points and says, she gave more. His economy is different.

And so I think Psalm 127 describes success for us. Success is trusting God.

Trusting God is the most successful thing you could ever do.

But everything else around us to say, no, this is how success is measured. You

got to do this. You got to get to here.

You got to have this. Solomon had everything. And in the end would write that in

the end it was meaningless.

Or you look at things that we all chase today. And, you know, I would guess in

here, there's probably a lot of Brad Pitt fans in here, right? All you Brad Pitt fans,

raise your hand. There you are.

But honestly, Brad Pitt has a lot of the things in life that many of us are probably

chasing. And he was quoted in an interview. He says, the emphasis now is on

success and personal gain.

I'm sitting in it. And I'm telling you, it's not it. It doesn't help you sleep better.

We've got to find something else. We have found something else. Or Kyrie Irving,

NBA basketball player, worked his whole life, labored and labored and labored for

one thing to win an NBA championship.



And he finally won one. And he said this, it was like climbing up one of the tallest

mountains in the world, winning a championship. And when I got up there, he

said, I felt empty.

So what do we do? How are we supposed to live? How do we live this out? Well,

these first two verses of Psalm 127 shows us that we have a role to play in our

lives. The verse does not say don't labor. We just don't want to labor in vain.

We don't want to labor and strive apart from the design of God in his favor. We

don't want it to be useless and meaningless. God desires that we work and work

hard.

And I don't just mean a nine to five job. I'm talking about the labor of our lives. He

desires we get after it.

He desires we go after things. He desires we give our best with the things that

he's given us. He doesn't want us over here saying, I don't have to do anything.

God will take care of it. And he doesn't want us over here going and going and

going full of anxious toil, thinking it's all on me. It's all on me.

He's inviting us to trust and partner with him. He wants to guide us. He wants to

pour out favor on us.

He wants us to know fulfillment that comes from him. In Colossians 3, it says,

whatever you do, now that covers a lot of ground, whatever you do, work at it

with all your heart as for the Lord, not for man. That's success.

I believe that's what God wants to drive us. Whatever you do, work at it with all

your heart is for the Lord and not for man. And so now we're realizing, hey, God

is inviting us to be a part, to trust him and be a part of something he's doing.

God could have built the ark, but He had Noah build it. And Noah trusted him and

got to be a part of something. God could have made the walls of Jericho just

collapse, but he had his people march around and trust him and be a part of it.

God could have made food just show up in the hands of the 5,000 hungry

people, but he had his disciples pass it out and collect it and trust him and be a

part of something. There are moments in your life where you have trusted God

and partnered with him and it's blessed somebody else, or maybe you've been



blessed by someone who's trusted God and partnered with him. And so how do

we labor and know that he's building the house? How do we know how to honor

him? We hear a lot in church, for your glory, for your glory.

How do we know we're living for his glory? How do we rely on him? God is so

good. He's given us some incredible gifts and he's given us some specific gifts

that help us rely on him. Three major gifts that God has given us are the word of

God, the people of God, and the spirit of God.

He's given us the word of God. For years in our household, we had a lot of

Legos. And anytime you buy a box of Legos, whatever you got, whatever you're

going to build, it had an architect.

It had a designer. Someone designed and created that and then packaged it for

you. You get to take it home and you have all the pieces there.

And then there's this really important thing in there called the instructions. And

those instructions make it really fun to build that project. God has given us

instructions.

He's given us instructions that are our way of following the plans of the designer.

It's why we dig into it every week. God gave it to us to say, here's who I am.

Here's what I'm like. Here's what I'm doing. Here's what I'm calling you to be a

part of.

We've also been given each other. We've been given the people of God. We

were never meant to pursue Jesus alone.

He's given us the church. Don't let a brother or sister in Christ go it alone. We've

got to mourn with those who mourn, rejoice with those who rejoice, forgive each

other, confess to each other, learn from each other, share our struggles with each

other, celebrate what God's doing in our lives with each other, find brothers and

sisters in Christ who exude the peace of God and ask them about that, learn from

each other.

And then we've been given the spirit of God. And when you say yes to Jesus and

you trust in his name, you're baptized into him and you're following, like you're all

in with Jesus. There's this promise of his very spirit, Christ in you, the hope of

glory and scripture spirit is called the helper that he wants to help us.



Jesus said, when the spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. How

comforting is that? The spirit of God, a helper and a guide. I do too often, but I

don't want to live a life that I can pull off on my own.

I want to be guided by a spirit. I often ask God really big questions, which we

should, we should ask God big questions, big questions like why God, why is this

happening? Why is this not happening? When are you going to do this? God,

how are you going to do this? God, God's ways are higher than ours. And he

doesn't necessarily owe us the answer to all of those questions.

Well, last year, my wife Kelly was reading a book called identity exchange, and

she got me reading it. And it's a great book about prayer and reliance on the Lord

and listening to his voice. And in that book, I learned kind of this real simple

prayer.

And the prayer is this, God, what do you want me to know? I'm in this situation.

I'm making this decision. I have this circumstance happening or this relationship.

God, what is it you want me to know? And what do you want me to do? It's not a

secret formula. It's not a magic prayer, but it did help posture my heart into kind

of a place of reliance, trusting that God does want us to know things. Well, about

that time, this was last fall.

I volunteer up at Fisher High School with the Fisher High School football team,

believe it or not. And it's kind of a chaplaincy role. And so I'm just there just to

encourage the guys, slap them on the helmet, encourage the coaches, hang out

with them.

And so last fall, I was reading this book and Coach Palmer there at Fisher, he

said, hey, at team dinner tonight, would you be willing to just share a few words

with the guys, just something about being a young man? I said, yeah, I'd love to.

And so I was that afternoon. I was like, well, I can think of something to say, you

know, I can come up with something, you know, football's like life.

You win some, you lose some. There's adversity in football. Well, guess what?

There's adversity in life.

And I was like, I can come up with something. I thought, you know what? I'm just

going to stand before the Lord and say, what do you want me to know? And so I



was on our front porch and I said, God, what do you, what do you want me to

know about tonight? What do you want me to know about these young men? All

of a sudden I had this random, random thought of this little children's book we

used to read our kids when we were little. And I was like, Daniel, focus.

You're trying to hear God's voice right now. You know, like God, what do you

mean? No. And I could not shake this little children's book.

And then I started to argue with the Lord. I said, God, I am not reading a

children's book to high school football team tonight. I couldn't shake it.

I went inside. I said, Kelly, I think I'm supposed to read. You are special to the

football team tonight.

And she's like, you're supposed to, I said, Hey, this is your fault. You got me

reading this book. And so I go to the high school library that night.

They're come out of practice and incredible group of guys. So I said, Hey guys,

I'm going to read a children's book to you tonight. And I fly through it.

I mean, I'm just, I'm cooking. I mean, I'm part of, he's wondering, I think God's

pranking me at this point, you know? And so I'm reading this children's book. I

finish it.

I say a few words. I dismiss him. We pray, dismiss him to dinner and they're

walking out.

And this one young man comes up to me with tears in his eyes and he gives me

a hug and he says, thank you for that. And I thought, no, thank you, God, that

you're kind enough that you want us to know things that you want to help us. You

want to guide us.

The end of verse two, it says, for he gives to his beloved sleep. He doesn't want

anxious toil for us. He wants you to rest in him.

Are you tired? And I don't mean because you got up early to come to first service

this morning. Like is your soul tired? Are you tired of the anxious toil? Are you

tired of trying to show everyone confidence when deep inside you're in a panic?

Are you tired of trying to stay really busy because it helps us ignore all the

questions and wrestling in our own hearts? Are we tired of being so quick to



criticize others because we don't want to face our own shortcomings? Are we

tired of trying to distract and cope and numb ourselves with things because the

worries are so overwhelming? And then this idea of rest, well, rest goes against

my work ethic. Rest looks weak.

I don't have time to rest. God is offering true rest, not some rest that we try to

control and manipulate. I can make myself rest.

I can fill myself up. No, he wants to be our rest. Years ago, coming back from a

mission trip to Africa and we're boarding the flight for the long flight over the

ocean.

So we had a doctor on our team and I went back to him and I said, hey doc, I've

got it in my hand. I said, I have a Dramamine, a Tylenol PM, and a Benadryl. Can

I take all three of these together? And he said, you can, but you'll be really tired.

And I said, all right, because I was like, I'm going to, I'm going to give myself

some rest. So I take these three pills. I go sit down.

The flight takes off. I used to have this fear that when a plane landed, that the

front two tires would barely turn at a touchdown, which would then spin the

plane. And then it would start rolling sideways.

I don't worry about it anymore. But so I took these pills. Well, we land and it

happens.

The plane spins. We're rolling. There's fire everywhere.

And I wake up and I'm, I'm sitting there and I realized I was screaming. And so I

stand up in the plane and I said, hey, I just want to apologize to everyone. I was

screaming.

And then I woke up from that. It was a dream within a dream. It was like

inception.

I, I tried to control my rest. I tried to force my sleep and it took me to the craziest,

weirdest place. And when we try to give ourselves rest, it takes us to the craziest,

weirdest places.

At creation, God worked six days and rested on the seventh and said, rest is a

gift. And here's the key. When we trust in him, we can rest in him.



Jesus said, come to me, meaning, trust me, come to me, all who labor and are

heavy laden, and I will give you rest. And some of the greatest news we could

ever hear. I think Psalm 127 reminds us of that in this whole thing, this whole

thing called life.

We're not the centerpiece. We're not the builder. We're not the main character.

It takes the pressure off our shoulders. And now we get to be a part of things that

God is doing. He doesn't want us to try and force and find cheap, fake rest and

things like bank accounts, or try to find rest and how many likes and followers we

have, our successes.

No, Jesus is the centerpiece. And now we get to build our lives on him. We just

sang it.

Christ is my firm foundation, the rock on which I stand. That comes from Matthew

seven. Jesus said this, everyone then who hears these words of mine and does

them, who aligns themselves to his expertise, who hears these words of mine

and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock and the

rain fell and the floods came and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it

did not fall because it had been founded on the rock.

And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a

foolish man who built his house on the sand and the rain fell and the floods came

and the winds blew and beat against that house and it fell and great was the fall

of it. Too many times we think God's going to call us to a life of misery. Now

Jesus does say in this world, you will have trouble, but he says, take heart.

I've overcome the world. And I think a collapsing house is a lot more miserable

than a house that stands firm on a rock, no matter what storms hit it. He's the

firm foundation.

Life apart from God is vain. Building on anything else, but the foundation of Jesus

is vain. And so God, his role, he's the architect and he cares about everything in

your life.

He cares about what you're involved in and us, our role is to trust so that we can

rest. Last few verses, verse three, it says, behold, children are a heritage from



the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are

the children of one's youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them.

He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

There's a real simple truth here. God is a giver and children are a gift.

We have four of them. They are a gift and says there to be raised and shot out

like arrows into the world to impact the world. And I was talking with Addison

Phillips.

He's a part of our church family. He was talking about how when a, when an

arrow leaves the bow, you could be aimed right at the target. But if that actual

arrow notches in the bow is just a tiny, tiny, tiny degree off after 30 yards, it'll miss

the target.

And Ephesians six, it says, be perfect parents and have perfect children. That's

nevermind. I read that wrong.

That's not what it says. Doesn't say that. It says, bring up your children in the

discipline and instruction of the Lord.

It sharpens them that no matter how old your children, that we want to aim them

towards Jesus. And maybe parents, grandparents, the best way that we can aim

our kids at Jesus is for them to see us trust and rest in him. Maybe one of the

best ways that we can aim our kids toward Jesus is for them to see us take hold

of the word of God, the people of God, and the spirit of God.

And maybe you don't have children, but we all need spiritual mothers and fathers

pointing us towards Jesus and children might not be the gift that you received

from the Lord, but he's a giver. And so what gifts has he given you that you can

use to impact the world? When we receive a gift on Christmas morning or on

your birthday, when you get a gift, you didn't earn it. You didn't pay for it.

You didn't work for it. It's a gift. And so as a receiver of a gift, our role is twofold to

be thankful for it and take care of it.

That's our role when we receive a gift, gratitude and take care of it. God is a giver

and a provider. He's given us incredible gifts that we are to walk in gratitude and

then honor him with those gifts, the giftings and the skills and the opportunities



and things you get to put your time to and your hands to and your, and your

knowledge to that's all a gift from the Lord walking gratitude and honor him with.

And he wants to give us gifts like wisdom. He wants to give us guidance. He

wants to give us strength.

He's given us gifts like confession and conviction and repentance. The

forgiveness, they're incredible gifts. Whether Solomon wrote Psalm 127 or not,

we know he wrote Proverbs 3, 5, and 6. And the connection is pretty clear.

Maybe many of you grew up reciting Proverbs 3, 5, and 6. Maybe it's on your

wall in your home. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own

understanding in all your ways, acknowledge him and he will make your path

straight. What if we really, really looked at that? Trust, meaning be confident in,

be secure in, founded on, not in self, not in training, not in expertise, not in talent,

not in bank accounts, not in intellect, not in your circumstances.

No, trust in the Lord. Who? The architect, the builder, our provider. What are we

trusting with? Everything.

Trust him with all your heart, all you are, which means this. We no longer can

lean on what we understand. We can no longer lean on what we see, what we

know.

We can definitely not lean on what we feel. No, lean not on your own

understanding, but in all your ways, not some of your ways, not even most of

your ways, in all your ways, acknowledge him, meaning submit to him that it's

you, God. You're the architect.

You're the builder. You're the protector. You're the giver.

You're the king. You're the savior. You're the redeemer.

And so all these things that I have, all these things that I do, this life that you've

given me, I acknowledge and submit to you. Why? Because you're mean?

Because you don't want me to enjoy life? No, because he wants to make your

path straight. He wants to guide you.



He wants to show you the way. He wants you to be a part of things bigger than

you. Who knows better about life? Who knows more about life than the architect

of life? And he's saying, align yourself to me.

Unless the Lord builds a house, labor is labor in vain. But I'll tell you the most

vain and meaningless and useless thing we could ever do. Try to save ourselves.

As we sang, only the blood. We cannot work for that. We cannot labor for that.

Only the finished work of the cross of Jesus accomplishes that. Out of his love for

us, when our sins separated us from him, he came for us and he suffered and

died and he took the punishment for our sins as he hung on a cross. In

Ephesians 2, it says this, for by grace you have been saved through faith.

And this is not your own doing. It is a gift of God, not a result of works so that no

one may boast for we are his workmanship. He's our builder.

Created in Christ Jesus for good works, we are to labor, which God prepared

beforehand. He's inviting us into things bigger than us that we should walk in

them. Thank you for joining us for today's edition of Mark & Friends.

Today, Pastor Daniel Dabney reminded us that unless the Lord builds our lives,

our efforts alone will never satisfy. God invites us to trust him, rely on his wisdom,

and discover the rest that only he can give. I invite you to continue learning by

visiting the Mark & Friends page at greatnewsradio.org or wluj.org. There you'll

find today's broadcast and additional resources to help you continue growing in

your walk with Jesus.

Thanks for listening. Thanks for being a part of our radio listening family. This is

Mark Burns with the Ministry of Great News Media.

God bless you and have a great day and night.

Part of the growing Mark & Friends Program Resource Library.

Explore additional resources anytime under the Mark & Friends tab at

GreatNewsRadio.org or WLUJ.org. 
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